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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
September 8, 2026


The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 8th day of September, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and invited Pastor Jim Frye to lead the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman, Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Len Novara, Don Gladden

Absent:	W.J. Pittman

Chief Ellermeyer recognized Steve Ellis for his twenty-nine years of service with a plaque. Has served on the Fire & Police Board of Commissioners, Police Department, Sherriff Department and a full career at SIU Police Department.

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the August 25, 2026, council meeting.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman Erbes
	Second by Alderman Curry-Witzman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable Register: 

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register 446, 447 & 448, through September 8, 2026, accounts receivable through August 31, 2026, and payroll through August, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Mr. Evans was absent. In the packet was the Citywide Balance Sheet and a Cost Comparison of borrowing interest-free versus financing as part of overall loan strategy.

No public comment.

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Presentation of Update on the Housing Rehabilitation Grant: Mayor Stephens stated the program so far has four homes currently being worked on, with six more to come. Tammy Campbell stated will complete a total of ten homes, will be visiting four homes tomorrow. The city committed $15,000 of the funds. Alderman Runge asked what work is being done – three roofs, replacing windows in four, siding on one, doors and electrical work. Mayor Stephens asked when could apply again? One full year. Appreciate the work you have done, it is a long process and really appreciate it. Ms. Campbell stated she appreciates the city’s patience, it takes time.

Consideration of Declaring 435 North 14th Street as Surplus:

Motion:  To approve Declaring 435 North 14th Street as Surplus.
	Motion by Alderman Erbes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Sale of 435 North 14th Street:

Motion:  To approve the Sale of 435 North 14th Street for $2500.00.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  
Consideration of Purchase of 220 North 11th Street: Mayor Stephens stated negotiations with Jeff Forby, $85,000 price contingent upon all the processes.

Motion:  To approve the Purchase of 220 North 11th Street for $85,000.00 and direct the attorney to prepare a sales agreement.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman McComb


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Curry-Witzman opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Discussion regarding the Apple Festival Parade, Saturday, September 12th: Alderman McComb has the apples, will pick up some candy and will drive, will meet at Wiffle Boy’s at 10:30, wear the red shirts.

Public comment: Public stated the school crossing lights are still inoperable and the signs are twisted. Mr. Beggs stated Mr. Sheffer is contacting someone regarding repairs. Mayor appreciated him bringing this back up to the council.

Jim Frye asked if having the street closure presented to the council for the BBQ cook-off every year was necessary. Mayor Stephens noted that each year has small tweaks and changes. 

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Letter of Understanding with IDOT for IL 149 Project: The state is resurfacing Illinois 149 and aprons. Mayor Stephens asked for additional concrete on Herring Drive, said would do. 

Motion:  To approve Letter of Understanding with IDOT for IL 149 Project.
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Alderman Austin asked where are we at with Williams Street? Mr. Beggs stated receiving bids September 21, time frame will depend on contractor and how some can get to it.

Consideration of Revisions to Chapter 27 of the Revised Code: Alderman Gladden stated two type errors.

Motion:  To approve as amended Revisions to Chapter 27 of the Revised Code.
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Revisions to Chapter 1, Article VII, of the Revised Code: Alderman Gladden stated it belongs in Administration, Chapter !. Alderman Hughes stated there was change in Ward One after Walmart went in, is it included? Alderman Runge stated the last part brings it all in, so yes. 

Motion:  To approve Revisions to Chapter 1, Article VII, of the Revised Code.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Curry-Witzman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Oak Street Brick Replacement Project: Mayor Stephens stated he spoke with Mr. Beggs earlier. Mr. Beggs stated contacted Samron regarding cost if size/area reduced, no numbers back yet.

No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Chief Ellermeyer stated the head of the Animal Control Shelter has been discharged, hard time getting answers, no availability. Mayor Stephens stated no availability when we were guaranteed so many spaces.
No public comment.
Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Discussion regarding Auto Shop on Rogers & Ritter Street: Zoning conflict, vehicles parked on residential area, spoke to business owner, will table until next meeting. Question as to should not be allowed under current zoning. Brendan Stearns, partner, under the impression it was zoned for it when they first started, under the Enterprise Zone. Been there approximately three years.

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Nothing

Jance Curry-Witzman  Nothing

Rick Runge 	    Nothing

Mike Austin		    Thanked Steve Ellis for 29 years of service to the city. Oct. 14th 
		     active shooter presentation at United in Faith Church.

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

Gina Hunziker	    First Baptist Church will help citizens needing help with taking 
  items to the yard for city clean up days.

W. J. Pittman	 Absent

John Erbes	 Nothing

Gary McComb	 Thanked all who showed up for drive by for Jim Stewart. Lady
 looking for a wheelchair to use during Apple Festival.

Len Novara	 Nothing

Don Gladden	 Nothing

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing
Sandra Ripley	  Have extra flyers for Clean Up Days. Housing Listening session at 
	  U of I Extension Office on Ava Road.

Scott Evans	  Absent

Steve McBride	  Nothing

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  Absent

Ted Beggs	  Nothing

Denise Beavers	  Absent

Tim Lee	  Nothing

Charlie Eisert	  Absent

Pat Gladson	  Absent

Darrin Mills	 Nothing

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 6:50 p.m.
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