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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
August 25, 2026


The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 25th day of August, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman, Rick Runge, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Len Novara, Don Gladden

Absent:	Mike Austin

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. Typo found-page 2.

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the August 11, 2026, council meeting as amended.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Curry-Witzman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.





New Business: 

Presentation by Kerber, Eck and Braeckel of Audit Results as of December 31, 2025: Anna Guetersloh and Amber Leslie presented the audit findings. Audit went well, unmodified opinion, put new fire truck on the books. 

Motion:  To approve the Audit Results presented by Kerber, Eck & Braeckel.
	Motion by Alderman Erbes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Change Order #3 for the Sanitary Sewer Repair Project:

Motion:  To approve Change Order #3 in the amount of $22,433.75 for the Sanitary Sewer Repair Project.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Pay Estimate #3 for the Sanitary Sewer Repair Project:

Motion:  To approve Pay Estimate #3 in the amount of $256,389.16 for the Sanitary Sewer Repair Project.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Accounts Payable Register: Alderman Gladden stated on page one 2103 N. 21st Street should be 2103 Elm Street.

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register 418 & 445, through August 25th, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman McComb


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Mr. Evans presented State Income Tax Receipts. 

No public comment.

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Curry-Witzman opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Presentation for Consideration of Establishing Lions Club: Lions Club Members present were Retha Eurales, Van Quick, Larry McGuire and Derek Eurales. They discussed wanting to establish a Lions Club in Murphysboro again. Discussed what types of service they provide. Ms. Eurales stated would need to find a place to meet, to start. Asked if would need a permit to solicit members, Mayor Stephens stated yes, we allow non-profits to solicit.

No public comment.

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Resolution Designating Greater Egypt Regional Planning and Development Commission as the Administrator for the DRA CIF Grant Application:

Motion:  To approve the Resolution Designating Greater Egypt Regional Planning and Development Commission as the Administrator for the DRA CIF Grant Application.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Pittman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Resolution for Local Cash Match for the DRA CIF Grant Application:

Motion:  To approve the Resolution for Local Cash Match for the DRA CIF Grant Application.
	Motion by Alderman Erbes
	Second by Alderman McComb


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Tree Removal at 2015 Walnut Street: 

Motion:  To approve the bid from Midwest Tree Service in the amount of $2650.00.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Bid Tabulation for the Oak Street Brick Replacement Project: Mayor Stephens stated $59,000 is budgeted and the bid is for $104,510. Is for a one-hundred foot section, could possibly engage Boot Camp workers along with city workers, if we removed bricks would save $5000. Mr. Sheffer stated can talk to Samron and see how much that would reduce the cost. Mayor Stephens asked to see if can get closer to budgeted amount and will re-visit next meeting.

Consideration of Declaring 2041 Lindell Avenue as Surplus: 

Motion:  To approve Declaring 2041 Lindell Avenue as Surplus.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Sale of 2041 Lindell Avenue: Alderman McComb stated neighbor to south will buy it for $1200.00.

Motion:  To approve the sale of 2041 Lindell Avenue for $1200.00.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

TNR Program Discussion: Mayor Stephens stated researched programs – spray, neuter and rabies, run by municipalities and non-for-profits. Have seen approximate cost of $70-90 per cat. Suggested a pilot program of $5000, maybe target April, May and June. Asked why that time frame, weather gets better, not detrimental to the animals. Ms. Ripley suggested maybe do a few each month to not overwhelm the vet. Alderman Erbes suggested reaching out to Wright Way and St. Frances regarding a partnership.

Consideration of Ordinance Designating Parking & No Parking Areas on Edith Street Between 21st & 22nd Streets:

Motion:  To approve the Ordinance Designating Parking & No Parking Areas on Edith Street Between 21st & 22nd Street with amendment (page 3(d) ..onto 22nd Street, not Edith).
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Southwest Connector Update: Mayor, Alderman Erbes and Andrew Erbes attended a meeting in Sparta, large turnout. Had pictures of suggested route and going to recommend improvements along the route such as adding shoulders, roundabouts and intersection improvement such as going to four lanes for a short distance. Four lanes will only be recommended from Redbud to Waterloo as they have the traffic volume. The process is hindered by the traffic count and volume of environmental review. 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Jim Stewart not doing well, keep in our prayers.

Jance Curry-Witzman  Nothing

Rick Runge 	    Remember Mike Austin, had knee surgery.

Mike Austin		    Absent

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

W. J. Pittman	 Nothing

John Erbes	 Nothing
Gary McComb	 Nothing

Len Novara	 Nothing

Don Gladden	 Nothing

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Nothing

Steve McBride	  Nothing

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  Absent

Harold Sheffer	  Nothing

Denise Beavers	  Absent

Tim Lee	  Nothing

Charlie Eisert	  Nothing

Pat Gladson	  Absent

Darrin Mills	 Nothing

Motion:  To go into executive session at 7:21 pm for Act 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(21)
Meetings for the discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under the Act either for purpose of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as required by the Act and for Act 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5) Meetings where the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body is being considered, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired.
Motion by Alderman Gladden		Second by Alderman Pittman
Yeas: Alderman Hughes, Alderman Curry-Witzman, Alderman Runge, Alderman Jackson, Alderman Pittman, Alderman Erbes, Alderman McComb, Alderman Novara, Alderman Gladden
Nays: None
Absent: Alderman Austin
Motion Carried
Motion:  To come out of executive session at 7:26 p.m.
Motion by Alderman Hughes	 		Second by Alderman Pittman
Yeas:	Alderman Hughes, Alderman Curry-Witzman, Alderman Runge, Alderman Jackson, Alderman Pittman, Alderman Erbes, Alderman McComb, Alderman Novara, Alderman Gladden
Nays:	None		
Absent: Alderman Austin
Motion Carried

Motion:  To resume regular session.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Motion:  To Release Executive Meeting Minutes from 9/23/25, 1/13/26, 1/27/26 and 4/14/26.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor except Alderman Runge. Motion Carried  

Motion:  To Hold Executive Meeting Minutes from 4/27/26, 5/12/26 and 6/30/26.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Curry-Witzman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 7:27 p.m.
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