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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
May 12, 2026


The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 12th day of May, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. and invited Pastor Jim Frye to lead the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Len Novara, Don Gladden

Absent:	Jance Curry-Witzman

Presentation of Restoration Hero Award – Ethan Rains at 203 South 13th Street: Ethan Rains not able to be here, appreciative of all the work he has done on Hamilton House, has done a wonderful job.

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the April 27, 2026, council meeting, as corrected.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable and Payroll Registers: 

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register 335, through May 12th, 2026, accounts receivable through April 30, 2026, and payroll through April, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Alderman Pittman presented the Sales/HR Tax Receipts, stated another good month. 

No public comment.

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Street Closure Request – Logan 200/America 250 Grand Celebration, June 6, 2026:

Motion:  To approve the Street closure Request for the Logan 200/America 250 Grand Celebration, June 6, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Pittman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Public comment: Chris Paul, 924 North 24th Street, stated no curbs or guttering on the streets in the area she lives in. Street sweeper can’t pick anything up. Would like gutters along the front of homes on 24th, Linda and Doris Streets to be considered. Victor Brunson, 23rd & Borgsmiller, would also like to be considered. Mayor Stephens stated will take it under advisement, will have Mr. Mills take a look and will also go over and check on it.
Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Accepting Transfer of 2127 McCord Street: Mr. Eisert stated owners are in hospital care, tree has fallen on house and garage, they would like to deed it to the city, back taxes are owed and would be responsible for current taxes. Neighbors who live at 2131 McCord would like to have it taken care of, abandoned over a year ago, would be interested in the lot. Mr. Eisert stated back taxes are approximately $9000, does not include current taxes, demolition cost would be $5000-6000. Alderman McComb stated let the county take it, we take it they get their taxes and we get nothing back. Attorney Blake stated amount to redeem is $6388.02 plus 2025 taxes of approximately $3000 plus current taxes due next year. Mayor Stephens stated we do have a budget for these typo of situations. Alderman McComb suggested they lower the taxes due to the condition it is on. Attorney Blake stated can go through the demo process and place a lien.

Motion:  To approve Accepting Transfer of 2127 McCord Street.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Public comment: Alderman Gladden stated Habitat For Humanity will be starting on the second house on Pine Street. Chris Paul stated it is appreciated, cleaning up properties.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Resolution for South Williams Street Road Improvement Project: Mr. Sheffer stated $650,000. Potential grants were discussed but could possibly delay the process. Mayor Stephens stated would like to move forward with this, still have Watson in the future.

Motion:  To approve Resolution for South Williams Street Road Improvement Project in the amount of $650,000.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Austin


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  



Consideration of Engineering Services Agreement for South Williams Street Project: Mr. Sheffer stated this is the Engineering Agreement, cost included in the Resolution.

Motion:  To approve Engineering Services Agreement for South Williams Street Project:
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

Alderman Erbes spoke to C.J. Calandro, ribbon cutting at the new animal control facility is Monday, May 18, at 10:00 a.m.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Public comment: Victor Brunson stated the two light pedestrian signs at 21st and 22nd Streets have never worked and the one on 21st Street is twisted the wrong way. Mr. Sheffer stated have contacted that company, need the numbers off them so they can replace them.

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Alderman Hughes stated interviewing for Telecommunications position. Also thanked Mr. Mills for the 8th Street repair. 

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Springfield Trip: Attended the Municipal League conference with Alderman Erbes, met with Senators Belt and Bryant and attended a Question and Answer session with Brad Cole on video gaming push tax. Have an agreement that should be passed this fall requiring gaming owners to report the number of pushes so municipalities can receive that information and bill the video terminal owners for it. Also discussed the electric scooters issue. Alderman Erbes stated it was interesting and educational.

Carbondale Border Agreement: Mayor Stephens stated the city of Carbondale is renewing their city plan, met with them about the proposed boundary, the airport would remain neutral. Alderman Erbes pointed out the airport not stated as neutral, shown as in Carbondale. Attorney Blake explained the 1-1/2 mile zoning, currently can annex property contiguous to the city, this agreement would not allow that. Alderman Pittman asked if any benefit to signing this? Mayor Stephens stated the only benefit would be to go back with our own proposal, views this as a first proposal. Alderman Runge asked what the focal point is of the 1-1/2 miles? The city limits. 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Nothing

Jance Curry-Witzman  Absent

Rick Runge 	    Nothing

Mike Austin		    Nothing

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

W. J. Pittman	 Nothing

John Erbes	 Nothing

Gary McComb	 Nothing

Len Novara	 Nothing

Don Gladden	 Nothing

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Absent

Steve McBride	  Absent

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Absent

Brian Manwaring	  Absent

Harold Sheffer	  Nothing

Katharine Volle	  Nothing

Tim Lee	  Absent

Charlie Eisert	  Nothing

Pat Gladson	  Absent

Darrin Mills	 Nothing

Motion:  To go into executive session at 7:02 pm for Act 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5) Meetings where the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body is being considered, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired.
Motion by Alderman Pittman		Second by Alderman Erbes
Yeas: Alderman Hughes, Alderman Runge, Alderman Austin, Alderman Jackson, 	Alderman Pittman, Alderman Erbes, Alderman McComb, Alderman Novara, 
	Alderman Gladden
Nays: None
Absent: Alderman Curry-Witzman
Motion Carried

Motion:  To come out of executive session at 7:07 p.m.
Motion by Alderman Hughes	 		Second by Alderman Erbes
Yeas:	Alderman Hughes, Alderman Runge, Alderman Austin, Alderman Jackson, Alderman Pittman, Alderman Erbes, Alderman McComb, Alderman Novara, Alderman Gladden
Nays:	None		
Absent: Alderman Curry-Witzman
Motion Carried

Motion:  To resume regular session.
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Jackson


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 7:08 p.m.
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