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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
April 27, 2026


The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 27th day of April, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and led the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman, Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Len Novara, Don Gladden

Absent:	W.J. Pittman

Presentation of Restoration Hero Award – Ethan Rains at 203 South 13th Street: Tabled until next meeting.

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the April 14, 2026, council meeting, as corrected.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.


New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable: 

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register 332 & 333, through April 27th, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Erbes
	Second by Alderman Curry-Witzman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Budget Officer Evans presented Healthcare costs for the first three months, Operating Expenses, Payroll, Water/Sewer Fund Statistical Report and Tourism.

Consideration of Balance Write-Off of Inactive W/S Accounts less than $10: Mr. Evans stated all are inactive, old and $10 or less for a total of sixty-six accounts totaling $235.17. 

Motion:  To approve Write-Off of Inactive W/S Accounts less than $10 for a Total of $235.17.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Lease Agreement with Park District for 1818 Walnut Street: Resolution for lease agreement with the Park District. This will be the third one, five years each. Mayor Stephens indicated there have been some conflicts in scheduling between the MYRC and the Park District. Attorney Blake stated the city does not have a role in their disputes.

Motion:  To approve the Lease Agreement with the Park District for 1818 Walnut Street for a term of five years.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.
Alderman Curry-Witzman opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: 

Consideration of Road Improvements to South Williams Street: Discussion held over South Williams Street repairs, high traffic area, suggested to do it all at once otherwise there will be twice the cost for mobilization and flagging. Needs patch, mill and overlay. Possibility of FAU money availability or some other type of grant? Mr. Sheffer will be attending an upcoming meeting to see if anything available. Alderman Erbes has asked Susan at Delta Regional if could possibly get mid-tier funds again.

Motion:  To approve the Road Improvements of patch, mill and overlay to South Williams Street.
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Thanked Alderman Jackson for the great service at Gate Church. Also thanked Alderman McComb for meeting with Dan Canning at the old Jackson County Rehab building regarding auctioning some stuff off.

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Oak Street Art Fair had 48 vendors, was a great day.
	  Cam at the Douglass School asked to look at South 8th 
	  Street from housing back to school, really rough.

Jance Curry-Witzman  Nothing

Rick Runge 	    Nothing

Mike Austin		    Nothing

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

W. J. Pittman	 Absent

John Erbes	 Caroline Harvey from Carbondale came over for the 
	 Church service.

Gary McComb	 Clean-up Friday and Saturday.

Len Novara	 Nothing

Don Gladden	 Logan Museum May 7 at 4p.m. dedicating new addition.

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Nothing
Steve McBride	  Nothing

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  Nothing

Harold Sheffer	  Nothing

Katharine Volle	  Nothing

Tim Lee	  Nothing

Charlie Eisert	  Absent

Pat Gladson	  Nothing

Darrin Mills	 Nothing

Motion:  To go into executive session at 6:50 pm for Act 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5) Meetings where the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body is being considered, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired.
Motion by Alderman McComb		Second by Alderman Erbes
Yeas: Alderman Hughes, Alderman Curry-Witzman, Alderman Runge, Alderman Austin, 
	Alderman Jackson, 	Alderman Erbes, Alderman McComb, Alderman Novara, 
	Alderman Gladden
Nays: None
Absent: Alderman Pittman
Motion Carried

Motion:  To come out of executive session at 6:55 p.m.
Motion by Alderman McComb	 		Second by Alderman Erbes
Yeas:	Alderman Hughes, Alderman Curry-Witzman, Alderman Runge, Alderman Austin, Alderman Jackson, Alderman Erbes, Alderman McComb, Alderman Novara, Alderman Gladden
Nays:	None		
Absent: Alderman Pittman
Motion Carried

Motion:  To resume regular session.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 6:56 p.m.
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