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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
March 24, 2026


The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 24th day of March, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. and led the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman (6:10), Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, Gary McComb, Len Novara, Don Gladden

Absent:	John Erbes

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the March 10, 2026, council meeting.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable and Payroll Registers: 

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register 304, through March 24, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman McComb


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Budget Officer Evans presented 2025 Year End Balance Sheet and 2025 Year End Income Statement and State Income Tax Receipts.

No public comment.

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

Update on Solar – Alderman Austin stated the fenced in area on Stave Mill Road and 7th Street are complete.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Curry-Witzman opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Southern Illinois Music Festival Performance Services Agreement: Mayor Stephens stated Ed Benyas orchestra perform at the band shell for the July 4th  fireworks, $2500 performance fee. Attorney Blake stated no concerns with the agreement.

Motion:  To approve the Southern Illinois Music Festival Performance Services Agreement with a $2500.00 Performance Fee.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Curry-Witzman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Purchase of Lighted Pole Decorations for America 250 Celebration: Mayor Stephens stated number one feedback from citizens is how nice our downtown looks. 

Motion:  To approve the Purchase of the Shooting Star Lighted Pole Decorations for America 250 Celebration in the amount of $6912.00.
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Pittman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Alderman Austin asked if there is anything we need to do for the SIU Photography group who will be here April 9, 10 & 11? Mayor Stephens stated has been working with them all year, are using the MYRC as home base.

Public comment: Tony Bittle stated he represented the Preservation Commission at a gathering and Carbondale was also there. Comment made to him that Murphysboro downtown has vitality, why doesn’t Carbondale?

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Ordinance for Battery Energy Storage System: Alderman Gladden stated new ordinance, keeping up with changing technology. Alderman Runge asked where would this be? Alderman Gladden stated for someone who wanted to put in a large solar array. Attorney Blake stated will get with Mr. Eisert and refine it. Mayor Stephens stated large solar farms are being built across the state, offers are being made. Alderman Gladden stated will table until the next meeting. Thanked Mr. Eisert for the work he has put in on this and seeing the need for this.

Public comment: Cam smith stated he has been approached by a company who want to lease his land for twenty-five years, close to a substation, 3Phase. Will get a video of the sound it will make. 

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.



New business: 

Consideration of Declaring the 2014 Dodge Durango as Surplus: Chief Ellermeyer stated has outlived its time, constant repairs, sent out to auction.

Motion:  To approve Declaring the 2014 Dodge Durango as Surplus.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Discussion regarding a Public Storm Shelter: Mayor Stephens stated have had severe weather, been approached by members of the public. Think the best plan is to be prepared and make a plan. Mr. Manwaring spoke about the difficulties with this – doors are locked now. Tried to have churches commit to being a shelter, difficulty in finding a person to commit to that. Some insurance carriers increase rates or refuse to insure a church. If the city does something has to be ADA compliant, dedicated staff, made to certain standards, lot of planning and expense involved. Possible grants but not guaranteed. Would have to have hardened facilities (FEMA standards) and is expensive. Per a conversation with Orville Rowe, he shares weather reports on social media, would work with any facilities that would be willing. Angela Stanton, ER Management at St. Joe’s Hospital, stated they have people that show up, can’t really turn them away but there are safety issues, can’t allow them to have free roam, no basement. Would be receiving those needing medical help. Mayor Stephens asked Mr. Evans about First Baptist Church? Mr. Evans stated still looking into it. 

No public comment.

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Alderman Hughes stated continue to cross train in administration, have collected significant amount of past due debt.

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Energy Aggregation: Bruce Wallace and Jordan Harmon were present to present the energy aggregation information for the city. They presented the projected rates and comparable rates for the city facilities and lighting. Contract expires next month. Alderman Hughes asked the previous contract length? Two years. Alderman Pittman asked if our solar will affect anything? Mr. Harmon stated will need details of solar array and service addresses to check. Mayor Stephens stated that we will get them that information.

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Nothing

Jance Curry-Witzman  Nothing

Rick Runge 	    Nothing

Mike Austin		    Nothing

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

W. J. Pittman	 Nothing

John Erbes	 Absent

Gary McComb	 Nothing (stepped out)

Len Novara	 Good to see student athletes here, recognized Jace Olson,  
 Mayor David McDowell’s granddaughter, and Izzy Doerr, who 
 set the school’s all-time career goals scored.

Don Gladden	 Nothing

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Nothing

Steve McBride	  Nothing

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  Nothing

Harold Sheffer	  Nothing

Katharine Volle	  Nothing

Tim Lee	  Nothing
Charlie Eisert	  Nothing

Pat Gladson	  Nothing

Darrin Mills	 Absent

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 7:10 p.m.
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