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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
April 14, 2026

The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 14th day of April, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and invited Pastor Jim Frye to lead the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. Deputy City Clerk Sandra M. Ripley was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes (arrived at 6:04), Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, John Erbes, Don Gladden
	
Absent:	Jance Curry Witzman, Gary McComb, Len Novara

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the March 24, 2026, council meeting, as presented.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 
Chairman Pittman stated that there were three TIF agreements that were due reimbursements.  They were SJ Properties, LLC, Walnut Street Properties, LLC and Miranda’s Loom.  

Motion:  To approve reimbursements of $2,082.70 to SJ Properties, LLC, $296.82 to Walnut Street Properties, LLC and $1,078.24 to Miranda’s Loom per approved TIF agreements. 
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Consideration of Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable and Payroll Registers:  Alderman Runge asked about the Tourism budget as there were several checks going out for them.   

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable register #306, accounts receivable through March 31, 2026, and payroll through March 31, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the registers for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Budget Officer Evans presented the Schedule of State Income Tax Receipts Vouchered.  

Consideration of Applications for Downtown TIF Building Improvement Program: Chairman Pittman advised that the TIF Committee had met and reviewed the application from the Historic Hull House Inn at 1517 Walnut Street for reimbursement of a roof replacement.  They also discussed an application from Big Muddy Rentals at 1335-1341 Walnut Street for new store front windows.  As well as an application from Farm Fresh at 1904 Walnut Street for roof replacement.  Alderman Hughes asked if there was a limit to the number of times a property owner could request funds from the program.  It was stated that once per year has been allowed. 

Motion:  To approve the application for Downtown TIF Building Improvement Grant Program from Historic Hull House Inn at 1517 Walnut Street for a roof replacement.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Motion:  To approve the application for Downtown TIF Building Improvement Grant Program from Big Muddy Rentals at 1335-1341 Walnut Street for new store front windows.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Motion:  To approve the application for Downtown TIF Building Improvement Grant Program from Farm Fresh at 1904 Walnut Street for a roof replacement.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Public comment:  Pastor Frye asked where the Downtown TIF District boundaries were.  Chairman Pittman indicated 9th Street to 22nd Street.

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business:  
Consideration of Energy Aggregation for Municipal Accounts and Street Lighting.  Bruce Wallace from AGE presented current rates for consideration.  There was much discussion on the history of the program and the fluctuations in Ameren pricing.  

Motion:  To approve entering into a new agreement for the City’s 34 accounts with Constellation for a term of 24 months.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Hughes 


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Motion:  To approve entering into a new agreement for the City’s Street Lighting account with Direct Energy for a term of 18 months.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Mr. Wallace also discussed the municipal residential aggregation.  A decision on whether or not to stay in the program will need to be made by Friday.  It was agreed that we should stay in.  Residents can always opt out.  There are approximately 110 communities as part of the municipal aggregation.  

Chairman Austin advised that Kyle Reed with A & I Electrical has been in contact with Brian Manwaring in regards to the solar installation at the 7th Street Lift Station.  There was apparently an inverter error that Kyle resolved.

New Business: 
Nothing at this time.

Public comment:  none

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.
New Business: 
Consideration of Purchase of American Flag Retirement Drop Box:  Mayor Stephens indicated that he was following up on the idea that was presented for an Eagle Scout Project.   He indicated that the drop box was a good idea and was informed that there is currently a drop box at the Murphysboro Elks Lodge on Shomaker Drive.  

Consideration of 5K Run/Walk:  The American Cancer Society Relay For Life volunteers have requested to host a 5K run/walk on Saturday, May 30, 2026.  


Motion:  To approve the ACS Relay For Life 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, May 30, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Consideration of Street Closure Request:  The Big Muddy Monster Festival scheduled for Saturday, June 20, 2026 is requesting to close North 13th Street from Walnut to Locust Street.  

Motion:  To approve the closure of North 13th Street from Walnut to Locust on Saturday, June 20, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Public comment:  Eugene Cain demanded reimbursement for what he referenced as an illegal tow of his vehicle.  He indicated that he was out around $26,000 for the loss of his vehicle.  He showed photos and referenced text message from Mayor Stephens in regards to his vehicle payment history.  Mayor Stephens advised Mr. Cain that he was not going to be able to settle his claim at this meeting and suggested that seek legal counsel.  Mr. Cain continued to discuss the details of his vehicle being towed and how he was affected personally.  Attorney Blake also advised Mr. Cain that his request needs to follow the proper legal procedure to file a claim with the City of Murphysboro.  Mr. Cain exited the room and verbally announced “Vote them out”.  

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: 
Consideration of Ordinance for Battery Energy Storage Systems.  Mayor thanked Attorney Blake and Charlie Eisert on their work on putting the finishing touches to this ordinance.  Attorney Blake advised that the ordinance is the same as was in the previous packet.  The numbering was changed to align with our current ordinance format.  He also advised that both Tier 1 and Tier 2 systems could be allowed by Special Use in any Zoning District.

Motion:  To approve the proposed Ordinance for Battery Energy Storage Systems.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

New business: Nothing at this time.

Public comment:  Cameron Smith asked how the ordinance defines occupied dwelling. Attorney Blake led a discussion that this applies to residential.  

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.



New business: 
Consideration of Bids for 2026 Oil and Chip Program:  Only one bid from Illini Asphalt was received.  The bid was approximately 1.66% less than the engineer’s estimate.  Alderman Hughes asked what was aggregate.  Harold Sheffer indicated that it was the “chip” portion of oil and chip, essentially rock.  

Motion:  To approve the bid from Illini Asphalt Corporation in the amount of $33,718.75 for the 2026 Oil and Chip Program.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Consideration of Resolution and Engineering Services Agreement for the Oak Street Roadway Improvement Project:  Mayor Stephens indicated that this is a brick replacement project on a portion of Oak Street approximately 100’ in length.  Alderman Hughes expressed her delight for this project located in the historic district.  Harold indicated that he was notified that there was some bricks available if they were good enough.  He and the contractor will take a look at them.  

Motion:  To approve the Resolution in the amount of $75,000 and the Engineering Services Agreement for the Oak Street Roadway Brick Improvement Project.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Consideration of Engineering Services Agreement for the Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project at 15th & Poplar Street:  Harold Sheffer indicated that this was originally a roadway project but has become a sanitary sewer project because of the issues at that intersection.  Grant funds are being sought through DCEO or DRA.

Motion:  To approve the Engineering Services Agreement for the Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project at 15th & Poplar Street.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Consideration of Road Improvements to South Williams Street:  Mayor Stephens indicated that he has received numerous complaints about the condition South Williams Street from Route 13 to Old Route 13.  The traffic count is high on this road as it is a main connector.  MFT funds are available for this project.  It was asked if the entire roadway needed to be improved or were there sections still in good condition?  Alderman Gladden indicated that it makes economic sense to do the project all at once and avoid the equipment staging costs.  Mayor asked Budget Officer Evans what were his thoughts on the project.  Scott indicated that it would certainly drop the available balance in the MFT fund and that we certainly need to look at any available grant funding.  Mayor Stephens stated that we would table this item for further research and discussion.

Public comment:  none

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business:  Nothing at this time.

New business: 
Discussion regarding E-Scooters and Bikes:  Mayor Stephens gave a quick background of some issues that he has witnessed and indicated that he spoke with Chief Ellermeyer about regulations for the vehicles.  Chief Ellermeyer described the state requirements for each class of vehicle.  Alderman Gladden indicated that they are just an accident waiting to happen.  It was agreed that this item would be tabled for Chief Ellermeyer to review the law more thoroughly and report back in a month.

Consideration of Declaring Ammunition as Surplus:  Chief Ellermeyer indicated that the listing of ammunition was included in the packets.  These items are for use with guns that the department no longer has.  The ammunition can be sold at Canning Auctions.  

Motion:  To approve declaring the listing of ammunition presented as surplus.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 
  
Consideration of Ordinance Prohibiting the Retail Sale, Possession, Distribution and Delivery of Illicit THC Products:  Chief Ellermeyer stated that his department has been working with Attorney Blake on the mechanics of the ordinance.  This closes the loophole on the various cannabis products that are not regulated.

Motion:  To approve the Ordinance prohibiting the Retail Sale, Possession, Distribution and Delivery of Illicit THC Products.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Austin


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. Alderman Pittman voted No, all others were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Public comment:  none

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Public comment:  none



MAYOR’S REPORT

Consideration of Appointment of Shirley Krienert and Jakale Hill to the Sallie Logan Public Library:  Shirley was present.  Alderman Gladden welcomed Shirley back as they served together on the Board.  

Motion:  To approve the appointments of Shirley Krienert and Jakale Hill to the Sallie Logan Public Library Board.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Austin


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Mayor Stephens thanked the SIU Photography Department for their weekend in Murphysboro project under the guidance of Julia Rendleman.  

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	Oak Street Art Fair – Saturday, April 25th – Wonderful event.

Jance Curry-Witzman  Absent

Rick Runge 	Thanked Mayor for his promotion of Murphysboro on social media

Mike Austin		Thanked John for his work on the grant for $75,000 for Pond Creek and 
		reminded those interested that there is a Cemetery Committee meeting on 
		April 28th at 10:00 a.m. at the Daum Building.

Angela Jackson	   Nothing

W. J. Pittman	Nothing

John Erbes	Hearing good things about Farmers Market this year.
	Will work on DRA for possible grant for South Williams Street

Gary McComb	Absent

Len Novara	Absent

Don Gladden	Nothing
	 
DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Nothing

Steve McBride	  Nothing

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Have started working with the Jackson County Animal Shelter.  Going well.  Communications Officer Grathler has resigned effective 4/24.

Brian Manwaring	  Nothing 

Harold Sheffer	  Nothing

Katharine Volle	  Absent

Tim Lee	  Absent

Charlie Eisert	  Nothing

Pat Gladson	  Nothing 

Darrin Mills	Stated that SAMRON has new patch mix available and will begin filling potholes

Mayor Stephens stated that there would be a 5 minute recess before going into Executive Session.  

Motion:  To go into executive session at 7:31 p.m. for 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5) to discuss the acquisition of real estate. 
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Runge


Yeas:  Alderman Hughes, Runge, Austin, Jackson, Pittman, Erbes, Gladden
Nays:  None
Absent:  Alderman Curry-Witzman, McComb, Novara
Motion Carried 

Motion:  To come out of executive session at 7:48 p.m. 
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Yeas:  Alderman Hughes, Runge, Austin, Jackson, Pittman, Erbes, Gladden
Nays:  None
Absent:  Alderman Curry-Witzman, McComb, Novara
Motion Carried 

Motion:  To resume regular session.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Yeas:  Alderman Hughes, Runge, Austin, Jackson, Pittman, Erbes, Gladden
Nays:  None
Absent:  Alderman Curry-Witzman, McComb, Novara
Motion Carried 


Consideration of Ordinance Authorizing Real Estate Transfer Agreement for 1524 Walnut Street:  

Motion:  To approve the Ordinance Authorizing Real Estate Transfer Agreement for 1524 Walnut Street.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Yeas:  Alderman Hughes, Runge, Austin, Jackson, Pittman, Erbes, Gladden
Nays:  None
Absent:  Alderman Curry-Witzman, McComb, Novara
Motion Carried 
 
With no further business, Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 7:49 p.m.
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