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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
March 10, 2026


The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 10th day of March, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. and invited Pastor Charlie Allen to lead the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman, Rick Runge, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Len Novara, Don Gladden

Absent:	Mike Austin

Presentation of Resolution to Firefighter Robert “Bobby” Alexander: Chief McBride presented Firefighter Alexander with the Department Lifesaving Medal for rescuing a child from a house fire in 2014 and also presented his retirement badge. Mayor Stephens presented Firefighter with a Resolution commending Robert “Bobby” Alexander for service to the City of Murphysboro, Illinois, totaling forty-one years. firefighter Alexander present floral arrangements to Mrs. Penrod, Sandra Ripley and his wife, Louise Alexander, to thank for their support over the years.

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the February 24, 2026, council meeting, as amended.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Pay Estimate #1 for the Main Trunkline Sewer Repair Project: Mr. Sheffer stated this is for work done down by the river.

Motion:  To approve Pay Estimate #1 for the Main Trunkline Sewer Repair Project in the amount of $286,438.58.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable and Payroll Registers: Alderman Hughes stated have spent greater than $15,000 on the vactor equipment since 2024, maybe should consider whether we want to keep putting money into it. Mr. Lee stated have to have company from Cape Girardeau come up and work on it, repairs are for the engine components. Alderman Erbes asked if there are newer models? Mr. Lee stated the newer they are, the more expensive they are.

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register 286, through March 10, 2026, accounts receivable through February 28, 2026 and payroll through February, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Budget Officer Evans presented Schedule of Sales/HR Tax Receipts.

No public comment.

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Curry-Witzman opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Street Closure Requests:

Brews Brothers Taproom – Wedding Reception April 11-12, 2026: Alderman Curry-Witzman stated all paperwork complete.

Motion:  To approve the Brews Brothers Taproom Street Closure Request for a Wedding Reception April 11-12, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Brews Brothers Taproom – Block Party Music Series May to September: Alderman Curry-Witzman stated all paperwork complete.

Motion:  To approve the Brews Brothers Taproom Street closure Request for the Block Party Music Series May to September, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Public comment: Alderman Erbes stated received a $75,000 grant from DRA for the 2025 Delta Catalyst Fund Grant.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Bid for Concrete for the 2026 MFT Maintenance Program: Received one bid from Beelman Ready Mix in the amount of $226,900.00.
Motion:  To approve the Bid for Concrete for the 2026 MFT Maintenance Program from Beelman Ready Mix in the amount of $226,900.00.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of School Resource Officer Agreement: Attorney Blake stated is a renewal, same as previous contract, other than cost (attachment A). 

Motion:  To approve the School Resource Officer Agreement as presented.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Intergovernmental Agreement for Animal Impoundment Services: Chief Ellermeyer stated ready to move forward with this, test it out, Carbondale also approving it tonight. Will be monitoring the bills month by month, keep an eye on it. Attorney Blake stated it is an annual lease, identical agreement to Carbondale’s. Alderman Gladden asked if page nine exhibit A Ordinary includes cats? Yes. Mrs. Akin (Public) asked if can call city for stray cats? Call animal control. Attorney Blake stated there are some blanks on page one and page eight that will be filled in. 

Motion:  To approve the Intergovernmental Agreement for Animal Impoundment Services as presented.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Pittman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Miss Sam Daginah with the SIU Political Science Program shadowed the Mayor today.

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Parade Saturday, meet at 10:30.

Jance Curry-Witzman  Nothing

Rick Runge 	    Nothing

Mike Austin		    Absent

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

W. J. Pittman	 Nothing

John Erbes	 Nothing

Gary McComb	 Remember the Kennedy family, passing of Shawn.

Len Novara	 Nothing

Don Gladden	 Nothing

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Nothing

Steve McBride	  Breakfast for Bobby tomorrow.

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  Nothing

Harold Sheffer	  Nothing

Katharine Volle	  Nothing

Tim Lee	  Fountains up and running today.

Charlie Eisert	  Nothing

Pat Gladson	  Nothing

Darrin Mills	 Nothing

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 6:47 p.m.
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