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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
February 24, 2026


The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 24th day of February, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman, Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Don Gladden

Absent:	Len Novara

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the February 10, 2026, council meeting, as amended.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable and Payroll Registers: Alderman McComb asked about K. Brown, tire damage? Hit pot hole. Mayor Stephens stated took her car to Plaza tire for repair. Mr. Mills stated it was between 10th & 11th Streets, alley comes out on Illinois, repaired the hole that day. Alderman Pittman stated glad the Mayor reviews them on a case-by-case basis. Mayor Stephens stated may bring to council for future consideration. 

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, registers 282 & 283, through February 24, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Budget Officer Evans presented State Income Tax Receipts.

Consideration of Billboard Advertisement: Alderman Pittman stated don’t see the benefit. Alderman Hughes asked have we had any input from residents? Mayor Stephens stated have not heard anything. Alderman Austin stated he has looked at it, cycles were confusing, liking seeing us advertised. Also see other town advertisements on it. Alderman Runge stated like seeing our events on it. 

Motion:  To approve the Digital Billboard 12 Month Contract for $2400.00. 
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a roll call vote.
Yeas: Alderman Hughes, Alderman Curry-Witzman, Alderman Runge, Alderman Austin, Alderman Jackson, Alderman Gladden
Nays: Alderman Pittman, Alderman Erbes, Alderman McComb
Absent: Alderman Novara
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

Alderman Austin stated received a call from Senior Citizens Building, no heat in the back room, told them to call Heartland and see what is going on. 

No public comment.



Alderman Curry-Witzman opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Street Closure Requests:

Uffelman Enterprises – St. Patrick’s Day Festivities – Saturday, March 14, 2026:  Alderman Curry-Witzman stated paperwork is complete. Ms. Ripley asked about barricades? Yes and will ask them to provide snow fencing, to cordon off area.

Motion:  To approve the Uffelman Enterprises Street Closure Request for St. Patrick’s Day Festivities March 14, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

General JAL Museum – America 250/Logan 200 Parade – Saturday June 6, 2026:  Alderman Curry-Witzman stated paperwork is complete. Alderman Austin asked about cannon certification? Chief McBride stated already received certification. Mayor Stephens stated they will have cannons. 

Motion:  To approve the General JAL Museum – America 250/Logan 200 Parade June 6, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Pittman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Review and Consideration of Revisions to Chapter 22 of the Revised Code:

Motion:  To approve the Revisions to Chapter 22 of the Revised Code.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Austin


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.
Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Declaring the 2011 Kubota ZG221 Mower as Surplus: Alderman McComb stated doesn’t always run, would like to declare surplus and take out to Canning’s.

Motion:  To approve Declaring the 2011 Kubota ZG221 Mower as Surplus.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Estimate for Ferris Mower: Alderman McComb stated put amount received from auction and $10,000 budgeted. 

Motion:  To approve the purchase of the Ferris Mower in the amount of $12,099.00.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  
 
No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Alderman Erbes asked about animal control shelter? Chief Ellermeyer stated waiting on contract. Attorney Blake stated received contract a couple of weeks ago, will forward to Ms. Ripley.

No public comment.

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Bobby Alexander’s retirement after twenty-five years with the Fire Department, forty-one years total with the city. Retirement breakfast March 11 at 7:30 a.m.

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Homefield contract up in May? Look into it for the future.

Jance Curry-Witzman  Nothing

Rick Runge 	    Nothing

Mike Austin		    Won’t be here March 10, wish Bobby the best on his retirement.

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

W. J. Pittman	 Nothing

John Erbes	 Nothing

Gary McComb	 State of Missouri 3 deputies killed, keep them in our prayers.

Len Novara	 Absent

Don Gladden	 Nothing

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  AP Clerk tracking solar, significant savings.

Scott Evans	  Sandra & I working on filing for solar tax credits, potentially 40%
	  of cost returned.

Steve McBride	  Nothing

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  1st Week of March – severe weather.

Harold Sheffer	  Contractor mobilized on sewer project by Big Muddy.

Katharine Volle	  Nothing

Tim Lee	  Nothing

Charlie Eisert	  Absent

Pat Gladson	  Nothing

Darrin Mills	 Nothing

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 6:39 p.m.
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