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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
February 10, 2026


The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 10th day of February, 2026.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and invited Pastor Jim Frye to lead the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman, Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Len Novara, Don Gladden
	
Absent:	

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the January 27, 2026, council meeting.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman Erbes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.




New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable and Payroll Registers: Alderman Pittman asked about the 2021 Tacoma? To replace Gary Darnell’s vehicle. Alderman Runge asked about page 7, damage to vehicle? Due to dislodged manhole cover due to snow plowing, car hit manhole and damaged rim.

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, registers 275, 276 & 277, through February 10, 2026, accounts receivable through January 31, 2026 and payroll through January, 2026. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Budget Officer Evans presented Cash & Cash Equivalents, Schedule of Certificates of Deposit, Payroll and Sales/HR Tax Receipts.

Consideration of Downtown TIF Building Improvement Applications:

Locust Lounge – 1106 Locust Street – Plumbing Remodel - $15,496.05: $7748.00.

Motion:  To approve TIF Building Improvement Application for Locust Lounge in the amount of $7748.00. 
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

SJ Properties – 1330 Walnut Street – HVAC - $30,485.00: $8000.00.

Motion:  To approve TIF Building Improvement Application for SJ Properties in the amount of $8000.00.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman McComb


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Discussion regarding Creation of Residential TIF Districts: Mayor Stephens stated thoughts of creating a residential TIF at the old nursing home property. Reached out to Moran Economic Development, two options: 1. to encompass the Rehabilitation & Care Center, or 2. expanded residential TIF. Question to ask – if we want to move forward with either option would not exceed $5000. Alderman Pittman stated feel expanded one would be way to go. Limited to residential or owner-occupied? Mayor Stephens stated benefit will be to whoever is on the deed. Alderman Pittman asked if would include rentals? Alderman Runge stated would lean towards rentals also. Mayor Stephens stated need more mid-range priced housing. Alderman Erbes asked how residential TIF works? Mayor Stephens stated all in TIF district-any assessments that go up, go into fund and will go back into that district.

Motion:  To approve proceeding with a consultant to explore various options of creating a residential TIF, fee not to exceed $5000.00.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Purchase of Properties from the Jackson County Trustee:
2303 Commercial Avenue:
 
Motion:  To approve the purchase of 2303 Commercial Avenue from Jackson County Trustee.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Austin


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

1923 Hortense Street:

Motion:  To approve the purchase of 1923 Hortense Street from Jackson County Trustee.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Update on Heating Issues at Senior Citizen and Public Works: Alderman Austin stated getting two thermostats at the Senior Citizens building for $425.00. Public Works is getting an inducer motor for $812.50. The Youth Center is replacing a gas valve for $515.00 Alderman Hughes asked about the payment on List #277? Approved pre-work for Public Works. 

Consideration of Request for Donation of Lots adjacent to Logan School: Alderman Austin stated Pastor Nathan Borish is present. Talked to Mr. Eisert who had a sheet made up on costs, approximate total of $20,000 put into them. Pastor Borish stated the church has put $20,000 into the property – electrical outside, swing sets, food truck hook-ups. Goal is to create parking attached to the property, make it a community resource center. Building is not in good shape. Ask is for the parcels to be donated to be turned into a community resource. Alderman McComb asked if had offered property to owner of Lot 8? Mayor Stephens stated we have on multiple occasions. Alderman Pittman asked if talked to anyone regarding Lot 6? Not yet. Pastor Borish stated can offer $300 each for Lot 3 and Lot 5 and table Lot 7. Mayor Stephens stated if we hold onto it, have to mow and maintain. Alderman McComb stated offer Lot 7 to owner of Lot 8. Pastor Borish thanked the council.

Motion:  To approve declaring 444 North 15th Street, 1414 Poplar Street and 435 North 14th Street as surplus and accept the offer from First Baptist Church of $300 each for 444 North 15th Street and 1414 Poplar Street and hold on 435 North 14th Street until offered to neighbor first.
	Motion by Alderman Erbes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Curry-Witzman opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Street Closure Requests:

Murphysboro Chamber of Commerce St. Patrick’s Day Celebration – March 13 & 14: Alderman Curry-Witzman stated paperwork is complete.

Motion:  To approve the Murphysboro Chamber of Commerce Street Closure Request for St. Patrick’s Day Celebration March 13 & 14, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Murphysboro Cruise Nights – April to October: Alderman Curry-Witzman stated paperwork is complete.

Motion:  To approve the Murphysboro Cruise Nights Street Closure Request for April to October, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

START Block Party – Saturday, May 2, 2026: Alderman Curry-Witzman stated paperwork is complete.
Motion:  To approve the START Block Party Street Closure Request for Saturday, May 2, 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Public comment: Alderman Austin reminded the council that there were no hiccups last year regarding the St. Patrick’s Day celebration but had in previous years but have it figured out now.

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Installation of Awning at 1320 Walnut Street: Mayor Stephens stated city had a previous grant for awnings. The Worthens are moving the Box Drop Mattress store to this location, asked about the awning. Owners in the past have paid $300 towards a new awning, would like to have $12,000 from the Rehabilitation fund used to facilitate this. Mr. Evans stated there are no restrictions on the Rehabilitation fund. Attorney Blake stated can approve the funds, think need an agenda item if moving funds for this purpose. Alderman Erbes asked if they own the Box Drop business? Yes.

Motion:  To approve $12,000 from the Rehabilitation fund for an awning at 1320 Walnut Street.
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Change Order #1 to the Main Trunkline Sewer Repair Project: Mr. Sheffer stated this is for installation of joint splices for the thirty-inch sewer main relocation.

Motion:  To approve Change Order #1 in the amount of $19,480.00.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Change Order #2 to the Main Trunkline Sewer Repair Project: Mr. Sheffer stated this is for eight inch sewer line from 17th Street down to Landon Lane.

Motion:  To approve the Change Order #2 in the amount of $43,260.00.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  
 
No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Ordinance Prohibiting Stopping, Standing or Parking in Alleys that are Open and Maintained: Chief McBride stated he was approached by Sgt. Smelter who asked about some alleys uptown, could barely get through. Attorney Blake stated he thought was no parking in the alleys, was only for a few alleys, clarified to all alleys open and maintained, removed inconsistencies. Alderman Hughes asked about the use of the word Standing. Attorney Blake stated is terminology meaning the vehicle. Mayor Stephens stated this is usually discussed at council meeting and then direct the attorney to craft it, did not see that tonight, so future request to craft anything should come from the council. Alderman Pittman asked if this included a business having a vehicle that they are unloading for their business, so may be parked – yes.

Motion:  To approve Ordinance Amending Chapter 24-Motor Vehicle Code, Article VI-Parking Rules, Prohibiting Stopping, Standing or Parking in Alleys that are Open and Maintained.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman McComb


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor except Alderman Pittman.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Alderman Hughes stated new employees: February 23 will be first day for new fireman, police have one at the academy and also February 23 a new employee with Mr. Lee.

No public comment.
MAYOR’S REPORT

Consideration of Appointment of Shaker Samuel to the Sallie Logan Public Library Board: 

Motion:  To approve the Appointment of Shaker Samuel to the Sallie Logan Public Library Board.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Pittman


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Appointment of Jessica Audain to the Sallie Logan Public Library Board:

Motion:  To approve the Appointment of Jessica Audain to the Sallie Logan Public Library Board.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Novara


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Met with Professor from SIU, Julia Rendleman, who years ago wrote a book, “A Weekend in Murphysboro”, will be doing that with students again on April 9-11.

City has received a $50,000 grant from Ameren for various potential uses such as charging stations, purchase an electric vehicle, will be looking at what to do with that. 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Nothing

Jance Curry-Witzman  Nothing

Rick Runge 	    Nothing

Mike Austin		    Nothing

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

W. J. Pittman	 Nothing

John Erbes	 Thanked Mr. Sheffer for his update, #5 may have a chance at
	  a grant to help with Pond Creek.

Gary McComb	 Thanked the students that attended.

Len Novara	 Nothing
Don Gladden	 Nothing

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Nothing

Steve McBride	  Nothing

Nick Minemann	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  Nothing

Harold Sheffer	  Nothing

Katharine Volle	  Nothing

Tim Lee	  Nothing

Charlie Eisert	  Absent

Pat Gladson	  Nothing

Darrin Mills	 Nothing

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 7:13 p.m.
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