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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
December 23, 2025

The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 23rd day of December, 2025.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman, Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Len Novara, Don Gladden
	
Absent:	W.J. Pittman

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the December 9, 2025, council meeting and public hearing.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable Registers: Alderman Hughes asked about Idea Creative on page 4, is for Mr. Manwaring.

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, registers 247 & 248, through December 23, 2025. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman McComb


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Budget Officer Evans presented Sales/HR Tax Receipts, state Income Tax Receipts, City-Wide Balance Sheet and Bank Loan balances.

Review and Consideration of Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2026: Budget modifications due to Tax Levy information received.

Motion:  To approve the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2026 as amended.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman McComb


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Review and Consideration of Proposed Tax Levy for Calendar Year 2025 Payable 2026: 

Motion:  To approve the Proposed Tax Levy for Calendar Year 2025 Payable 2026.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

Mr. Manwaring stated there are air conditioning issues in the server room in the basement, found a leak on the coil, will be getting a list of options. Go with the least expensive or bring options to the council? Mayor Stephens stated hard to say without knowing any figures, get with me or Alderman Austin when you get the information.

Alderman Austin thanked all for the work done this past year.

No public comment.


Alderman Curry-Witzman opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Ordinance Amending Chapter 6 – Buildings, adding Article VII – Solar Energy Systems: Alderman Gladden stated urgent, need to pass. Amend Page 4: D-4: a and b are duplicates, drop b; d and e are duplicates, drop e. Alderman Austin asked if equipment with Safe Harbor, will it be affected? Mr. Eisert stated not sure. Mayor Stephens stated County are looking to possibly install at the old Capital Supply facility. Alderman Gladden stated county can appeal to zoning board of appeals to get a variance. Attorney Blake stated should not affect Safe Harboring equipment. Will affect if county is going to install commercial, this ordinance is the first step. Alderman Runge asked if existing would be grandfathered? Yes. 

Motion:  To approve the Ordinance Amending Chapter 6 – Buildings, adding Article VII – Solar Energy Systems as amended.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Ordinance Authorizing Loan Agreement with IEPA for Cellular Read Water Meters: Attorney Blake stated not ready to be passed, has to be approved by IEPA first. Alderman McComb stated will be tabled.

Consideration of Resolution Authorizing a Representative to Sign Loan Documents with IEPA for Cellular Read Water Meters.

Motion:  To approve the Resolution Authorizing a Representative to Sign Loan Documents with IEPA for Cellular Read Water Meters.
	Motion by Alderman Erbes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Resolution for 2026 Motor Fuel General Maintenance: Mr. Sheffer stated this is to allocate the $600,000 for general maintenance, do this every year. Recommends passing it.

Motion:  To approve the Resolution for 2026 Motor Fuel General Maintenance.
	Motion by Alderman Austin
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Alderman Hughes thanked the employees, stated we have great employees, thank you for all the work you do.

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Stephens stated appreciative of everybody for all your hard work. We have a good city, council and staff and receive compliments from other towns.

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Merry Christmas

Jance Curry-Witzman  Nothing
Rick Runge 	    Thanked Mr. Sheffer for the planner and pen and all the
	     members and staff who helped with Hometown Christmas.

Mike Austin		    Merry Christmas, appreciate all the work Malcom’s doing.

Angela Jackson	    Thank you all for the thought and prayers for sister Greta,
	               doing better.

W. J. Pittman	 Absent

John Erbes	 Thanks to staff and department heads and Will and council,
	  appreciate you all.

Gary McComb	 Wish the leaders in Washington and State as much common
	  sense as here and pray for our military.

Len Novara	 Nothing

Don Gladden	 Happy Holiday Season.

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  In the past six years has been an increase in the fuel tax but
	  our allotment is flat, Merry Christmas.

Steve McBride	  Thanks for the meal for the Fire Department.

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Thank you for everything, Merry Christmas.

Brian Manwaring	  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Harold Sheffer	  Man holes.

Katharine Volle	  Absent

Tim Lee	  Nothing

Charlie Eisert	  Nothing

Pat Gladson	  Absent
Darrin Mills	 Absent
Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m.
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