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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
December 9, 2025

The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 9th day of December, 2025.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and invited Pastor Jim Frye to lead the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. City Clerk Gina Hunziker was directed to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Barb Hughes, Rick Runge, Mike Austin, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, John Erbes, Len Novara, Don Gladden
	
Absent:	Jance Curry-Witzman, Gary McComb

Appointment of Richard Blake as City Attorney: Ed Heller spoke of what Murphysboro has done for him then stated Richard is doing the job and deserves the title. Richard stated it will be his pleasure and honor to serve in that capacity.

Motion:  To approve the Appointment of Richard Blake as City Attorney.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the November 18, 2025, council meeting.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 


COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Austin opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: 

Update on Solar Projects: Mr. Manwaring stated working on getting internet issues lined out. Dee Tanner stated all documents are signed, in pretty good shape. Alderman Austin stated approved fencing around 7th Street, not up yet, will be getting fencing around Stave Mill.

New Business: 

Consideration of Estimate for Fencing around Solar Panels at Stave Mill Water Tower:  

Motion:  To approve the Bid from 360 Fencing in the amount of $6459.00.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Consideration of Bids for the Heating and Cooling General Maintenance Contract: Mayor Stephens stated received two bids for Fall and Spring checks and callouts. Brian Wilson, $2500, $3000, $125/service call. Heartland, $2290, $2710, $95/service call.

Motion:  To approve the Heartland bid for $2290 Spring check, $2710 Fall check and $95 per Service Call.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.


New business: 

Consideration of Ordinance Approving Landmark Designation for 716 North 11th Street: Alderman Gladden stated is a request from the Historic Preservation Committee. Tony Bittle stated previous home of former fire chief built shortly after the tornado. 

Motion:  To approve the Landmark Designation for 716 North 11th Street.
	Motion by Alderman Runge
	Second by Alderman Hughes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Change Order for Enterprise Avenue Project: Mayor Stephens stated for the turning radius improved at Future Lane.

Motion:  To approve the Change Order for Enterprise Avenue Project in the amount of $23,240.00.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Appointment of Ed Reiman to the Police & Fire Commission: Mayor Stephens stated Ed Reiman served here for 29 years, would make a wonderful addition.

Motion:  To approve the Appointment of Ed Reiman to the Police & Fire commission.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Austin


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

No public comment.
Alderman Hughes opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Took a short break, meeting resumed at 6:27 p.m.

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable and Payroll Registers: 

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, registers 222, 223, 224 & 225, through December 9, 2025, accounts receivable through November 30, 2025, and payroll through November, 2025. All aldermen received a copy of the register for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports by Scott Evans, Budget Officer: Budget Officer Evans stated will save the report for the budget discussion.

Consideration of Renewal of Line of Credit at First Bank & Trust Co.:

Motion:  To approve the Renewal of Line of Credit at First Bank & Trust Co.
	Motion by Alderman Hughes
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor, Alderman Pittman abstained.
Motion Carried  

Review and consideration of Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2026: Mr. Evans provided an overview: ARPA funds remaining $222,000; architect fees $940,000; water/sewer $428,000, Kinkaid rate increase. Mayor Stephens thanked Mr. Evans, Ms. Ripley and the Department heads for putting together a budget for review. Alderman Pittman stated will go through it by department. Following are the items discussed:

City Hall – Land/Grant Acquisition – increase from $25,000 to $40,000.
Street Department – replacing 2012 dump truck and 2009/10 mower.
Code Enforcement Demo Costs – change from $74,000 to $94,000.
MFT – Mayor Stephens stated brick streets in the Historic District, to repair the section on Oak Street between 16th and 17th Street, estimate is $49,500 – already included in Engineer Fees and Projects.
MFT – Mayor Stephens stated would like to allocate $200,000 for sidewalks, very visible project, would be approximately three miles of sidewalk, increase from $24,000 to $224,000. Mr. Mills stated need to increase cost of what resident pays to $2.50 or $2.75 per square foot, currently $2.25. Mayor Stephens stated do that going forward.
Water/Sewer – Mr. Evans stated Kincaid will be increasing their rates in the next couple of years. Propose a $5/month increase to all bills, will generate approximately $250,000. Increase sewer rates by 2.9%, will generate approximately $32,000. Also have deferred maintenance. Mayor Stephens stated would have to be on the agenda for ordinance change. 

Motion:  To make provisions to the proposed annual budget and place on display and schedule a Public Hearing on December 23, 2025, fifteen minutes before the regularly scheduled council meeting.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried  

Review and Consideration of Proposed Tax Levy for Calendar Year 2025 Payable 2026: Not enough information yet.

No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	  Nothing

Jance Curry-Witzman  Absent

Rick Runge 	    Nothing

Mike Austin		    Thank everyone for their time, met with Cemetery Committee.

Angela Jackson	    Nothing

W. J. Pittman	 Nothing

John Erbes	 Nothing

Gary McComb	 Absent

Len Novara	 Nothing
Don Gladden	 Thanks to all the department heads.

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Nothing

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Nothing

Steve McBride	  Nothing

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  Nothing

Harold Sheffer	  Absent

Katharine Volle	  Nothing

Tim Lee	  Nothing

Charlie Eisert	  Nothing

Pat Gladson	  Nothing

Darrin Mills	 Nothing

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 8:09 p.m.
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