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Murphysboro City Council Meeting
December 5, 2023

The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its ordinances, on the 5th day of December, 2023.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. and invited Pastor Marty McMichael to lead the council in prayer. Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Mayor Stephens then directed City Clerk Gina Hunziker to call the roll. The roll was called with the following:

Present:	Rick Runge, Angela Jackson, W.J. Pittman, John Erbes, Gary McComb, Don Gladden 	
			
Absent:	Barb Hughes, Jance Curry-Witzman, Mike Austin, Noah Fritsche

Mayor Stephens asked everyone to remember Alderman Hughes, her sister passed away.

The council then reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting. 

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the November 21, 2023, council meeting.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

Alderman Pittman opened discussion for Budget & Finance related items.  

Old Business: Nothing at this time.


New Business: 

Consideration of Accounts Payable Registers: 

Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #683, through December 5, 2023, accounts receivable through November 30, 2023, and payroll through November, 2023. All aldermen received a copy of the accounts payable for their review, prior to the meeting.  
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote. All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

Presentation of Financial Reports: Budget Officer Scott Evans presented the State Income Tax Receipts, Healthcare, General Fund Operating Expenses and Payroll. Mayor Stephens asked why Admin is $250,000 under budget? ARPA money.

Consideration of Tax Levy: Ms. Ripley stated no increase, same as last year.

Motion:  To Approve the Ordinance Providing for the Levy, Assessment and Collection of Taxes for the City of Murphysboro, Illinois, for the Fiscal Year Beginning January 1, 2023, and Ending December 31, 2023.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Runge


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

No public comment. 

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Building & Grounds related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: 

Discussion regarding Engagement with Phelps, Barry & Associates: Mayor Stephens stated there is one million budgeted for the new Murphysboro Public Safety building, not released, state budgeted more than they actually have, way to get it released and maybe receive more is by engaging them, it is Brandon Phelps. Suggest we consider engaging them, cost would be $3000 per month for six months, contract would have a thirty day opt out clause, want to explore every avenue for funding for this building. Alderman Pittman stated cost is approximately what we’re getting on rent on the Spears building. Alderman Erbes asked if they are representing any other municipalities? No. Think this is the next step, you have uncovered a lot. Alderman Runge asked for this year or next year’s budget? Mayor Stephens stated requests are carried over from year to year. Alderman Gladden asked how did Brandon feel about this? Mayor Stephens stated Brandon said Richard Martin always said living or dead, use me. Thinks he could use that to help. 
Motion:  To move forward with engaging Phelps, Barry & Associates pending review by our attorney.
	Motion by Alderman McComb
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

No public comment.

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Community Relations Committee related items.

Old Business: Nothing at this time.

New Business: Nothing at this time.

No public comment.

Alderman Gladden opened discussion for Public Improvement related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: Nothing at this time.

Public comment: Alderman Gladden stated he is elated for the people on North 7th Street. Mr. Sheffer stated they have said they will be done this year.

Alderman McComb opened discussion for Public Works related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Motor Fuel General Maintenance Resolution for 2024: Mr. Sheffer stated we do this every year, also includes Blair Street project, culvert project.

Motion:  To Approve Motor Fuel General Maintenance Resolution for 2024.
	Motion by Alderman Gladden
	Second by Alderman Erbes


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 

No public comment.

Alderman Erbes opened discussion for Public Safety related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Ordinance Amending Certain Sections of Chapter 3 – Animals: Attorney Blake stated working with Animal Control Officer Tincher, cleaned some up and made some changes regarding violations of any in Section 3, and increased fees. Alderman Runge asked if any time frame? Attorney Blake stated will speak with Officer Tincher and bring it back to the council.

No public comment. 

Mayor Stephens opened discussion for Personnel related items.

Old business: Nothing at this time.

New business: 

Consideration of Ordinance regarding the Illinois Paid Leave for All Workers Act: Attorney Blake stated new legislation goes into effect January 1, 2024. He explained how the new act works and what the requirements are. Ordinance will cancel the act and leave the current policy in place and opts the city out of Paid Leave For All Workers Act under Home Rule authority. Alderman Erbes asked if we provide as much or more, it doesn’t apply? Yes.

Motion:  To Approve the Ordinance Regarding the Illinois Paid Leave For All Workers Act for the City of Murphysboro, Jackson County, Illinois.
	Motion by Alderman Pittman
	Second by Alderman Gladden


Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.
Motion Carried 
 
No public comment.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Discussion regarding Tourism Board Ordinance: table

Budget Meeting Reminder: Thursday, December 7, 4:00 p.m.

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Barb Hughes	Absent

Jance Curry-Witzman Absent

Rick Runge 	   Nothing

Mike Austin		   Absent
 
Angela Jackson	   Nothing

W. J. Pittman	Nothing
 
John Erbes	Nothing

Gary McComb	Nothing

Noah Fritsche	Absent

Don Gladden	Remember Friday night Christmas party.

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS

Richard Blake	  Have published Open for Public Hearing for the budget next 
	  council meeting at 5:45 p.m.

Sandra Ripley	  Nothing

Scott Evans	  Nothing

Harold Sheffer	  Nothing

Steve McBride	  Nothing

Jamie Ellermeyer	  Nothing
 
Charlie Eisert	  Nothing
	  
Tim Lee	  Nothing

Brian Manwaring	  Nothing

Darrin Mills		  Nothing

Pat Gladson	  Nothing

Katharine Volle	 Nothing

Leandra Bryant:	 Absent

Mayor Stephens adjourned the meeting at 6:38 p.m.
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